
1 synagogue the house of worship of a Jewish congregation

2 rabbi the professionally trained leader of a Jewish congregation

3 cantor a synagogue official who sings or chants religious music and leads the congregation in prayer

4 gossip to share information or reports about other people, often without confirmation

5 phonograph an instrument that plays music from a record

6 stewards people employed by the ship to attend to the needs of the passengers

7 elderly rather old (past middle age)

8 bridge a platform above and across the deck of a ship for the captain

9 wreckage the broken remains of something that has been destroyed

10 propaganda an organized spreading of false ideas disguised as facts
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Lisa (p.25-33) | ​Sol (p.34-37) | What the Captain Knew (p.38-43)​

Name: __________________Date: __________

Vocabulary Read each word and its definition. Then choose the correct word for each sentence from the book.

1) The only time Oma would stop talking and listen was when the ____________________ sang some of the most beautiful prayers
near the end of the service. (p.26)

2) Philip explains to us that the captain is going to the ____________________, the upper deck where he will take the helm. (p.33)

3) I had such happy memories of walking to the __________________________ with my father. (p.36)

4) I could smell the ______________________ even before we turned the corner and saw the destruction. (p.36)

5) Oma says the _________________________ will come each night and turn down the beds with their rich, embroidered
bedspreads and silky, pale sheets. (p.27)

6) I hear her son was going to be a ________________, but now he’s not so sure. (p.26)

7) I was practically raised on the sound of that music played on the big _________________________ in her sitting room. (p.26)

8) I can see other sailors and crewmembers carrying suitcases for passengers, helping some of the ____________, and bringing
around big silver trays of drinks, which they offer to everyone on deck. (p.31)

9) This was just their time to catch up on local __________________________ – the news of the week. (p.26)

10) Unbeknownst to Captain Schroeder or anyone else on board, the German government was using ________________________,
or misleading information, to make sure that the Cuban government and its citizens would never allow the passengers of the St.
Louis to enter the country. (p.43)

1) How does Sol describe what happened on Kristallnacht? (p.35)

Chapter Questions



2) Describe Captain Schroeder in your own words. (p.41)

3) What did the Germans do after the ship set sail for Cuba? (p.42-43)
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Chapter Questions

Write a paragraph reflecting on the following quote from the book. Use the text to explain the quote and then provide
your own thoughts, opinions, and connections.

Personal Reflection

“We are finally going to be treated like real people,” my grandmother says. (p.31)


